
.SALUTING THE CHIEFS AND LEADERS 
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REGIONAL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTRE 

Economic Development Services • Business Advice 4 Loans 
Youth Entrepreneurship • Disability Entrepreneurship 
Phone (780) 791-0330 Fax (780) 791-0086 
www.tortmcmurray.com/bdc 


Serving Fort Chipewyan, Fort McMurray, 
Gregoire Lake, Fort Mackay, Conklin, 
Janvier, Anzac, Fort Fitzgerald 


One of the Closest Hotels to West Edmonton Mall 
Fully Air Conditioned Rooms and Deluxe Bridal Suite 
Conference and Meeting Room tor 10-400 People 
Video Lotteries in 4 Locations 


For Reservations Call (780) 484-7751 
Fax (780) 484-9827 

16625 Stony Plain Rd. Edmonton, Alberta 



nn% Continental Inn 


SUPER 8 MOTEL 


717 Gordon Avenue 
The Pas, MB R9A 1M1 
Phone:(204)623-1888 
Fax: (204) 623-4488 


• Indoor pool and waterslide 
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1 C-Things 


ing to please everyone! 

Open: Tuesday to Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.n 




Saluting Aboriginal Leaders. 
May Our Creator continue 
to bless you with wisdom 
and vision. 






ELUS 


I 












































































































































































































One pf Alberta's busiest vacation 
divinations 
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The highway death toll doubles during long weekends. 

What are you doing behind the wheel? 
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Saluting Native Leaders 


AFN Chiefs give 
30-day ultimatum '"“Weli 


;age from National Grand Chief Matthew Coon 
e, president of the Assembly of First Nations, 
:n he spoke out during the AFN Annual Assembly 
. .lalifax earlier this month. 

“We lived through Oka, we lived through Ipperwash 
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Weaver & Devore 

Alexander 


TRADING LIMITED 

First Nation 


• Groceries • Hardware 

• Men’s Work Wear 

P. 0. Box 3419 


Serving the North since 1936 

Morinville, Alberta T8R 1S3 


Weaver & Devore 

Telephone: (403) 939-5887 


TRADING LIMITED 

Fax: (403) 939-6166 


Ph: (867) 873-2219 Fax: (867) 873-9020 

W + D RPO #2, Old Town, Yellowknife, NT X1A 2S9 
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Custom Wood & Metal Framing :! 
Needle & Petit Point Specialists 
Commercial Discounts Available 

12512 - 118 Avenue ,, 

Edmonton, Alberta T5L 2K6 ! <sj 
?mo/ Jlmrson Tel: (780) 455-5452 J 



Yellowhead Tribal 
Services Agency 


We honour our Chiefs and Leaders 
for their wisdom 
and guidance 



Yellowhead Tribal Services Agency 

17304- 105 Avenue 

Edmonton, Alberta T5S IC4 

Phone (780) 481-7390 • Fax (780) 481-3064 





CANADIAN - INUIT - NATIVE 
SWEATERS - MOCCASINS - ART 
JEWELLERY - PAINTINGS - MASKS 
SOAPSTONE CARVINGS 


c 


Fort Door 


<% 


( 780 ) 455-5533 


appreciation of our Native Leaders for their commitment and ! 
dedication to ensuring a secure future for the First Nations 


Prince Charles 5chool 


Registering now for 
September 2001 - Grades K - 
and the Junior High Program 
Grades 7 - 9 


We one piuuid fa kowwti Ike K alive Leadens 

hitch, 

WAREHOUSE 

Fax: (780)486-4690 • 1-800-661-7557 
17220- 107 Avenue, 

Edmonton, AB T5S 1E9 ( 780 ) 944-9209 





















































First Nations summit 
officials meet with premier 


by Brian Savage 

A recent meeting between representatives of the First Nati 
recently elected B.C. Premier Gordon Campbell left Native f —' 
attitude towards the new goyemmc "" 


_ i a wait-and-see 

,e new gu ,„..^,.t. Though'restarting the stalled treaty 
negotiations was seen as a positive step, the strong commitment by the premier 
to hold a referendum on those very same treaty talks left Native leaders angry and 
more determined than ever in their resistance to such a proposal. 

“We consider the referendum an incredibly stupid idea, declares Bill Wilson, an 
official with the summit. “You should never have a referendum on nnnonty nghts, 
especially constitutionally-enforced minority rights at the whim of the majority. 
No where in the world has that ever worked out.” 

On other topics, though, Wilson says things were more positive. 

“We came away from the meeting with a little better feeling than the kind of 
draconian assumptions that were being assumed about the Socreds. They call 
themselves Liberals but they’re really Socreds. 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 


Kapawe'no First Nation is seeking to fill the position of: 
Aboriginal Human Resource Development Coordinator/Child 
Care Initiative Coordinator 

DUTIES: Under the direction of the Band Administrator, he/she would administer 
Labor Market Programs and Child Care Initiative Program made available at the First 
Nation level through the Aboriginal Human Resource Development Agreement. He/ 
she would coordinate, design, evaluate and monitor the following programs to ensure 
they meet First Nation client needs: Targeted Wage Subsidy, Self-Employment, Job 
Creation Partnership, Skills Training Assistance, Employment Assistance Services, 
Labor Market Partnerships, Youth Programs, Persons with Disabilities, and Child Care 
Initiative Program. Provide career counselling, prepare budgets, annual program 
forecasts and monitor expenditure of funds. Maintain accurate, confidential files on all 
contacts, agencies and groups for networking support in the community. Participate in 
the program development and delivery of community-based projects, employment 
training projects, and the promotion of cultural awareness and prevention programs. 

QUALIFICATIONS: College diploma or University Degree in Human Resources or 
related area. Experience in workingwith First Nation peopleand Aboriginal organizations. 
Possess positive interpersonal skills and effective communication skills, computer skills 
are required, must have a valid driver's license, an understanding of Cree culture and 
language a definite asset. Provide clearance of CPfc and CWIS records. 

SALARY: Negotiable depending on qualifications. One yearterm of employment with 
the possibility of extension. 

Deadline for applications: August 17,2001 

Please forward resume in confidence to: 

T.'* Arnold Aarts, Band Administrator 

n » Kapawe'no First Nation 

< 1 Box 10, Grouard, AB TOG ICO 
^ ; Phone: 780-751-3800 • Fax: (780) 751-3864 



1 t Nation< < ■ovtrnanfe is about 


o find out how they want 


itio to run. Commut 
out giving first Nation people i 
overtunce legislation. 
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“We’re obviously opposed to the referendum and we’re generating a boycott of 
it. We’re not going to waste a great deal of time being involved in what we consider 
to be a racist exercise but the resumption of the negotiations was part of the 
positive nature, as well as some of the commitments made in regard to economic 
development, health, child and family services, and various other issues that are 
of day to day importance to Indian people in the communities. 

Wilson acknowledges that there were those at the meeting who opposed 
extending any form of trust to the premier and who wanted to take stronger 
courses of action such as blockades and “shutting the province down” but 
eventually says Wilson, “we felt the nature of his response was sufficient for us 
to delay that kind of stuff all together,” though he admitted that independent 
action could still be taken by some bands. 

“We came away from the meeting thinking there are possibilities, and we still 
retain that assumption. Premier Campbell needs to prove his trustworthiness by 
following through on a number of issues.” 

One such action would be to instruct his negotiators to return to the treaty talks, 
something that the NDP government unilaterally suspended, and somethingthat 
still infuriates Wilson today. 

“They didn’t have any right to do that. The talks are tripartite negotiations and 
any suspension of negotiations must be agreed to by all three parties.” 

Wilson says he was “disgusted” by the actions of the NDP but attributes it to 
“last minute stuff as the NDP reign faltered, and the party becoming disorgan- 

“Campbell has since then instructed his negotiators that a certain number of 
substantive issues like taxation, governance and other things would not be on the 
table until the referendum was held. He stated the referendum would be held in 
December or January at the latest and he assured us the question would be very 
positive and the whole thing would be upbeat. We asked him what the questions 
were and he said he didn’t know yet. He was going to reconvene the legislature 
before mid-July and they were going to form a committee of all-parties in the 
house.” . 

Wilson bluntly told the premier that the summit would not participate in any 
way regarding the referendum. ‘We are not going to participate with it at all and 
we’re going to recommend that to our people and to the B.C. public, and when you 
get 18 percent turnout for the referendum you’re going to look like a fool. He was 
visibly shocked by that.” 

Still, Campbell told the summit negotiator that he wanted to work withhim and 
the Native leader has grudging respect for the new premier. “I consider him 
without a doubt the most qualified premier this province has had since WAC 
Bennet. He’s solid, he’s a good speaker and he looks you right in the eye. I was 
impressed with him as an individual but I’m not impressed with his government.” 

Other commitments from the premier following the recent meeting include a 
promise to meet monthly with the summit and to fund a three-day special 
assembly of the summit in August. 

We’ll be by ourselves for the first day and then he’s committed to bring his entire 
cabinet to the meeting to explain their position and field questions." 

This isn’t the first time such an event has happened, notes Wilson, recalling the 
meetings with Bill Van der Zalm and his cabinet which lead to their participation 
in the treaty process and a further meeting between the prime minister of the 
time, Brian Mulroney, and Rita Johnson who had replaced Van der Zalm after his 
resignation. That meeting led to the creation of the BC Task Force. It was also the 
first B.C. meeting in 73 years between Native officials and the prime minister. 
Wilson would like to repeat that visit with the current prime minister, Jean 
Chretien. We want to jump start the process again and get on with it but we’re 
still faced with the referendum and it’s an exercise in futility,” said Wilson. 



TELL US HOW TO 
IMPROVE LOW-INCOME 
PROGRAMS. 



Canada 



















Street gang crisis, Continued from page 6 



ate evidence-based research as an aid in assessment and planning. It gives 
approaches in interventions and is essential to evaluations. We are not reinventing 
the wheel here; what we need to do is swing the pendulum back a little to a time 
Z'Z t P w P , T T h ,° th f in If community and looked after each other. We 
“l‘ ndlV , ldUa ^ fa ™ IleS and immunities have strengths and we need to 
these strengths. The way we do this is through partnerships, a web of 
partnerships that include those in the community: families, spiritual and recrea¬ 
tional groups, cultural organizations, local businesses, schools and others includ- 
those agencies mandated to be involved with the health of the people.” 

When Winnipeg Councillor Dan Vanda], Chair of the Committee on Protection 
ana community Services, participated in the official opening of the Circle of Life 


Accurate 

-= HYDRAULICS=_ 


• HYDRAULIC HOSE S 


' TESTING FACILITIES 


PHONE: 

(780) 624-2524 

Fax: (780) 624-2450 

24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY 
SERVICE 




RIVER DRIVE MALL 
PEACE RIVER, AB 



Thunderbird House he told the gathering that “this 
is a proud day for Winnipeg’s Aboriginal community, 
a day that demonstrates our great respect for Abo¬ 
riginal culture and spiritual values. The opening of 



MATHIEU & HRYNIVK 

Barristers & Solicitors -Avocats et Notaires 


G. C. MATHIEU, Q.C 
L P. HRYNRJK, Q.C 
G. W. PAUL 
D. R. SHYNKAR, Q.C. 
R. D. ERICKSON 
R. B. MARCEAU 



1-800-661-1962 


A FULL SERVICE LA W FIRM SERVING NORTHERN ALBERTA 
FOR OVER 50 YEARS 


Branch Offices: Grimsbaw, High Level, La Crete, 
Falter, McLennan, VaUeyvlew 


UNITED CARPET 

Call For A No Obligation Estimate 

• CARPET • VINYL FLOORING • HARDWOODS 
• CERAMIC TILES • LAMINATE FLOORS 
9509 - 100th Avenue, Peace River, AB 

1-800-665-7847 (780)624-4286 


We Make It All So Easy 




|^| £ LQ|-| * g Motorcycle 


Repair 


Harley Davidson - Engineering Specialist 

Dyno Jet Dynamometer in House • Licenced Technicians 
' larley Engine & Trans. Rebuilt • Custom Machining 
’Custom Paris for Harleys 


(780) 435-7739 


5923 - 92 Street, Edmonton, Alberta 


-parley 


BOB FIDDLER 

is offering Special Prices 
on any New or Used 

FORD, GM, DODGE, MAZDA 
CARS OR TRUCKS 

Call Bob for 

FREE CREDIT APPROVAL 

( 780 ) 986-9665 
AUTO WORLD 
SUPERSTORE 

With every purchase, Bob will pay for 
your room, meals and gas 
Take Advantage of our Sale Prices! 
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The Mighty Peace 
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EQUIPMENT LTD. 

RENTALS. SALES & SERVICE 
11437 - 97th AVENUE, GRANDE PRAIRIE, AB 

( 780 ) 539-7860 I-888-654-RENT (7368) 

7913, HWY. 2 (100th AVENUE) __ 

PEACE RIVER, AB 

I-888-804-RENT (7368) 




FAX: (780) 624-8592 ■ Distributor For Ail Typos Ol Exchange 
• Transmission & Differentials 

INTERNATIONAL* 9003 - 75th ST„ PEACE RIVER, AB 


LORNE G. MANN 

BARRISTER, SOLICITOR & NOTARY PUBLIC 


9902 - 97 A’ 
Peace River, 
T8S 1H6 


Tel: 780-624-4860 
Fax: 780-624-4135 
Toll Free: 1-888-624-4861 
E-mail: mannlg@telusplanet.net 


ENGINEERING LTD. 

• Water Resources • Municipal 
• Subdivision Development • Structural 
• Preserved Wood Foundations 

(780) 624-5654 

10010-98th Street, 

Box 5003, Peace River, Alberta T8S 1R7 
FAX (780) 624-1078 



BS--I; 


RUEL BROS. 
CONTRACTING 
ASPHALT & GRAVEL CONTRACTORS 

MUNICIPAL - INDUSTRIAL CONSTRUCTION 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT RENTALS & HAULING 


PEACE RIVER, AB FALHER, AB 

( 780 ) 624-1753 ( 780 ) 837-2201 

FAX: (780) 624-5225 


INLAMD 


Concrete 

3° '° ca » ior » s serving Western Canada 

• Prompt delivery to your project site"" 8 ” 

INLAND CONCRETE LIMITED 
PEACE RIVER, AB 

- - - (780) 624-4226 


GRANDE PRAIRIE, AB 
DAWSON CREEK, BC 


(780) 532-2083 










































































Peace River artist’s SSfiSHHE 
grandfather lives FierreMonetpassedawa>; 

on in spirit and in 



fond memories 



ga Hs gsag sHiislisS 



Native arts 
and crafts 



^sssehesmbssk ‘as 


1 understand and give you 
rt fresh again. That’s the way he was - and 
se things that !: ' J 1 


Lake that have boils and blisters all over them, the school systems,” came the immediate reply. “My 
Grandfather wouldn’t have like that much.” grandfather didn’t like some of the words, the racial 

What didn’t Pierre Monet like? What would he have Continued opposite 

































































































miLE 

ZER© 

mOTOR INN 

■MEETING. BANQUET & 
SEMINAR FACILITIES 
•42 CHANNEL CABLE TV 
•IN-ROOM COFFEE 


1 COIN LAUNDRY FACILITIES 


VIDEO LOTTERY TERMINALS 
Daily-Weekly. Monthly Rates 

( 780 ) 332-4606 

Toll Free 1-877-731-9060 
Fax (7801 332-2115 
LOCATED AT MILE 0 MCKENZIE HWY. 


Peace River School Division No.10 

Box 6960 

Peace River, AB T8S1S7 


PeaceRiverSD@prsd.ab.ca 


nw-%lcAM, 20 oo 

24 Hr EMERGENCY Glass Service 
Residential • Commercial • Automotive 

9710 - 94 St., Peace River, Alberta 

( 780 ) 624-1844 


PEACE RIVER VALUE DRUG MART 

fg; Y^.D^jMAgr 


Ith Care Supplies • Glfilware • Hallmark Cards 

unties • Free RX Delivery • Major Credit Cards 
>n - Fri 9 - 9 • Sat 9 - 6 • Sun & Hols 12-4 

(780) 624-2612 

Prescriptions 624-5413 
10027 - 100 STREET, PEACE RIVER, AB 


REFURBISHED USED HOMES Family Owned & Operate < 

Toll Free Alberta & BC 1-B77-504-50C" 

■■ Established 1974 

m (780)402-3170 

www.jandelhomes.com 

nom no co /.ut.uft Sjde) Gfande prajrie 


tfoCCy flocks & Q-foneysucIzCe 

Timers & Stuff 

Weddings & Funerals • Floral Rentals 
Silk & Dried Flowers • Fruit & Gift Baskets 
• Balloons 

10003 - 102nd Avenue 
Box 7302. Peace River. AB T85 1S9 


FAX: (780) 624-3944 
1 888-626-5999 

( 780 ) 624-5999 


✓ Shipping/Receiving ✓ Rentals ✓ Expediting & Logistics 
✓ Bobcat Rentals 4 Hot Shot Service 
Agents for First Air, RTL Robinson Enterprises, Buffalo Air Express, CNX Courier 

VIS A TRUCK RENTALS - RENT - LEASE • BUY 

Bf SBfEMBMnNE Owners: Tim McClelland & Murray Sibbeston 
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


Bring this ad in 
for 1 FREE 
small fries 


Highway #2 Top of the West Hill 

7812 - 100th Avenue, Peace River, Alberta 
Tel: (780) 624-4003 • Fax: (780) 624-8669 


Valley Printers ‘79 Ltd. 

1 1 9601 - 950: Avenue. Peace River. Albena T8S IH9 

LAMINATING 

STATEMENTS 

PURCHASE ORDERS 
SAME DAY BUS. CARDS | 


ENVELOPES 
BROCHURES 
LETTERHEAD 
WORK ORDERS 
BUSINESSCARDS 
BILLS OF LADING 
FULL COLOUR COPYING 


M NATIONAL OILWKLL 

Down Hole Tools Division 
RENTALS AND SALES 
9118 -34a AVENUE 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA T6E 5P4 

1-877-OIL-TOOL (24 HOURS) 
(445-8665) 

FAX: (780)944-1514 

PHONE: (780)944-3965 


PEACE HEALTH REGION 

Regional Office, 10015-98 St„ Box 6178, Peace River, AB 
Tel. (780) 618-4500 
HEALTH CENTRES 


YAMAHA 

10003 -102 Ave., P. 0. Box 5197, Peace River, AB T8S1R8 
Phone: (780) 624-8952 4 Fax: (780) 624-8974 
email: mussio@telusplanet.net 


Artist, Continued from p 


'ords that put Native people down - he didn't like 
bemg referred to as a half-breed and he got into lots 
offights because ofit. He was also very much against 
the residential schools and because of their involve¬ 
ment, the churches. He never trusted the clergy, 
it they had our best interests at heart. He 
that if the settlers had come here before 
instead of the other way around, we 
be m the predicament we’re in today. He 
i't like what the government did to Native veter- 
and he never did trust anyone in a suit and tie, 
especially when they showed up uninvited. He said 
that anyone who had to dress so fine, especially on a 
hot summer day, just to tell you a story you didn’t 
had to be hiding something too ugly to 


humour,” remembered 
and my brother how to 
make a snare and how to 
He believed in self-dependancy, just as 
J it is much more difficult to live off the 
I guess we’re just spoiled - phones, cars, buses, 
. ines, hamburgers and fries - you name it you got 
-you don’t have to catch it anymore. I wonder which 
way really works the best but I guess we may never 
really know.” 
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Totmt Ftooriftf 

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 


5412 MAIN ST., GRIMSHAWAB 

( 780 ) 332-4176 

TOLL FREE 1-800-665-1746 


•SNOWMOBILES 

SALES*SERVICE __ , 

• PARTS ( /aLUu Sled V Atv 

& ACCESSORIES V 

(780)624-5411 

1-808-G33-B8&4 

IN THE TRI STAR CHRYSLER BUILDING, PEACE RIVER, AB 


Rumor's Pub 

presents 

World Games 

Aboriginal Cultural Showcase 

August 3 - 12, 2001 

9006 - 132 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta 
Phone: (780) 473-7410 


★ Live Music Provided by 
Aboriginal Musicians 

★ Edmonton Metis Cultural Dancers 

daily performances 
- 3:00 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. 

★ Aboriginal Art and Fashion Display 

★ Aboriginal Food 




Rumor's Pub and Lightning Productions 

proudly presents 

Riel Beach Multi-Cultural Vocal Talent Search and 
Fishing Lake Mixed Slowpitch Ball Tournament 
August 31 - September 3, 2001 

Tournament 

$250 Entry Fee 
2nd $1,500.00 Team - 6 men 

3rd $ 750.00 - 4 women 

4th $ 500.00 80% Payout 

5th - 10th $ 100.00 16 Teams 

Contestants Registration Fee $50.00 
Contact Rumor's Pub (780) 473-7410 
www.rielbeach.homestead.com 

Registration for Ball Tournament call Gabe (780) 943-3191 or 
Rumor's (780) 473-7410 

$75.00 Weekend Pass per person (12 and under free) includes: 
• Camping Space • Fresh Water • Talent Show • Restrooms 

• Firewood • Showers • Beer Gardens Entry 

• Concession Available • 24 Hour Security 

Location: Riel Beach - Fishing Lake Metis Settlement 

Portion of Proceeds donated to Fishing Lake Seniors' Centre 
Any sponsorship would be greatly appreciated 
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Powwows & Gatherings 


Join the 
Powwow Trail 


August 12 - 16 

• Saskatchewan First Nation S umm er Games 
Lac La Ronge, SK 1-800-567-7736 




Grand River Reserve, ON (519)75 


* 


Okiijida Warrior Society Initiation Ceremony 


for their wisdom and vision 

HIGH PRAIRIE 
r NATIVE FRIENDSHIP 
CENTRE 

4919-51 Avenue 

BOX #1448 Phone: (780) 523-451 1 

HIGH PRAIRIE, AB TOG 1EO Fax (780) 523-3055 


Asp©" 



Located South West of Mayerthorpe. For n 
information call 305-3802 or 786-4773 


BATCHEWANA FIRST NATION 


13th Annual 
Powwow 

August 31, September 1, 2, 2001 

• Rankin Reserve Powwow Grounds, 
Sault Ste Marie, Ontario 


Yearly Rates: 

Adults 

$40.00 


Couples 

Junior ( 12-18 yrs) 

Family w/children <n v * and 
Cubs & Guides 

-S 



HOSTDRUM 

MASTER OF CEREMONIES 

THE BOYZ 

BILL CROUSE 

Minnesota, U.S.A. 

Sslomenca, N.Y. 

HEAD MALE DANCER 

HEAD FEMALE DANCER 

To B« 

TASHA THOMPSON 

Announced 

Akwasatane, Ontario 

HEAD VETERAN 

TRADERS FEES 

MR. 6E0R6E MARTIN 

$tOO/weekend 

Lansing, Michigan 

or $50 par day 

COMMITTEE DANCE SPECIALS fill 

MEN'S & WOMEN'S TRADITIONAL, GRASS, AND FANCY 

First $ 700 • Second 

$ 400 * Third $ 200 

Ag. t6 

and Up 

All Dancers 


Honorariums for «h. first to drum registered 


• Sponsored by the Batchewana First Nation Cultural Committee 

• Native Traders Only Please !!!! 

• Absolutely No Drugs or Alcohol 

For more intormation contact Trevor Sayers at (705) 759-0914 or 
via e-mail at tsayers@batchewana.ca 
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The Roseau River 

and Roseau Rapids Ojibway Nation 


is hosting the 

2001 Ok iijida Warrior Society 
Initiations Ceremonies 


August 24,25, 26, 2001 


To be held at the 

Roseau Rapids Ceremonial Grounds 



n n. 


rounding reserves and Metis communities. These 
include Beaver Lake, Heart Lake, Kikino and Buffalo 
Lake. Ms. Koebel welcomed the opportunity to return 
to the home community which supported and encour¬ 
aged her efforts over the years. 

“I focused on youth empowerment and tried to 
inspire other youth to become involved in their com¬ 
munity in a positive way,” added Ms. Koebel. Involved 
with the national AYC since 1995, Ms. Koebel has 
represented Aboriginal youth on a variety of issues to 
all levels of government, many other organizations 
and institutions and internationally. 

Most recently, she has been actively involved in 
planning for the World Conference Against Racism, 
to be held in Durban, South Africa, August 26 - 
September 7, 2001. 

The Aboriginal Youth Council represents the issues 
and concerns of Aboriginal youth living in the urban 
environment in 117 cities and towns across the coun¬ 
try. Aboriginal youth, aged 18 or older, participating 
at the annual meetings of the National Association of 
Friendship Centres hold full voting privileges; the 
association is the only national Aboriginal organiza¬ 
tions which encourages the full and active participa¬ 
tion of its youth in this manner. 


ft 


Saluting the Chiefs and Leader 

oll-o-matk ssr 


YOUR LOCAL TRANSMISSION SPECIALISTS 
• REPAIRING • SERVICE • CUSTOM RUILDING • EXCHANGES 

lost cases) • Golden Rule Warranty 


(780) 825-4454 


We lolu/e the 

f tlaiioe Vhitfi and JUatten 



In Alberta: Barrhead, Bonnyville, 
Devon, Fort Saskatchewan, Leduc, 
Morinville, Slave Lake, Spruce Grove, 
Stony Plain, St. Paul, Vegreville, 
Vermilion, Wainwright, Westlock, 
Wetaskiwin, Whitecourt 










































July, 2001 Alberta Native News 

book review 

By the Skin 
of the Teeth 

-SSEr* 





give my head a into an area of life in Canada that most peonlewould 







awhiskey bottle'wMehftSsto 




TAN q&NT BOOKS 



White Mountain Apache Tribe Fair and Rodeo 
August 29 - September 3, 2001 
White River, Arizona USA 


We would like to welcome the 
great people of Canada, 
our relatives from the North! 

We welcome you to our beautiful 
Fort Apache Indian Reservation 
and come help us celebrate 
our great gathering. 

For further information, you may 
contact the Fair and Rodeo Office 
at (520) 338-4346, ext 316/323, 
or write: Fair and Rodeo, 

P. O. Box 7 00, White River, AZ 85941 


*<&A 


Second largest Indian Fair in the 
United States with an average of 
47,000+ in attendance 


• Sports Camp for 
Disabilities 

• Trick Riding and Trick 
Roping Performance 


• Fair Parade 

• Wild Horse Race 

• Rodeo Royally Pageants 

• Horseshoe Tournament 

• Night Performance 
(Native American 

• Custom Bike & Car Show 

• Fair Vendors 


• Fireworks Display 

• Open $3,000.00 
Basketball Tournament for 
Men's, Women's and Masters 

• Volleyball Tournaments 

• Tribal Queen pageant 

• All Indian Pow-Wow 

• Bike Race 
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Health and Education 


AIDS still a concern for 
Aboriginal communities 

by Brian Savage 

Recent figures released by Health Canada show the number of people infected 
with HIV-AIDS has increased from 40,100 in 1996 to 49,800, with heterosexuals, 
Aboriginals and young people at the greatest risk. 

In the province of Alberta last year 200 new HIV cases were recorded. 

Iris Acoose holds the Native portfolio with the AIDS Network of Edmonton and 
spoke about her challenging position. 

“HIV continues to rise in all populations and certainly the Aboriginal commu- 

ioural means such as alcohol and drug addictions that lead to the contracting of 
HIV. 

“You all know that when a person is under the influence of drugs and alcohol 
they tend to do things that perhaps they normally wouldn’t do, for instance, 
unprotected sex. That’s another thing that tends to happen in Aboriginal commu¬ 
nities: people tend to have unprotected sex, and all you have to do is look around 
at our communities and see the high rate of teenage pregnancies.” 

One of the things that Acoose has learned as an Aboriginal person is that an 
"entrenched" discrimination exists in Canadian society and false stereotypes 
become attached to different minority groups. One way to combat such problems 
is with education campaigns and a great sensitivity to the needs ofindividuals and 



Teacher of Cree and Aboriginal Studies 

Amiskwaciy Academy, a high school that approaches the Alberta Learning curriculi 
from an Aboriginal perspective, is searching for a full-time teacher of Cree, 
traditional dance and Aboriginal Studies. Amiskwaciy provides students with 
balanced curriculum that reflects the values and traditions of the Aboriginal commun 



Bil Chinn at (780) 429-8131 or bchinn@epsb.c 

Director, Personnel Recruitment and Staffing 
Edmonton Public Schools 
Centre for Education, One Kingsway, Edmonl 
Fax (780) 426-3946 


“Edmonton Public Schools is committed to excellence and hires be 
W? value diversity and welcome applications from all qualified in 
Only those selected for interviews will be contacted. 


We sodute ad our MorigimC Chiefs and Leaders... your commitment and 
dedication md ensure a secure future for ad Aboriginalyeopfe , 
from the (Board of Directors and Staff 

St. Paul Treatment Centre 

FOR ALCOHOL e DRUG ABUSE 

* *4 Beds • X8 yrs & over 

ire here to help point you in the right directio n 

For More Information Call: 

Canada Wide Toll Free 1-888-737-3757 
Fax (403) 737-2811 

Box 179, Cardston, Alberta T0K OKO 


communities. 

“One of the things we struggle with in Aboriginal communities is confidential¬ 
ity,” adds Acoose. Misconceptions and ignorance, even among Native profession¬ 
als, says Acoose, can lead to terrible consequences for those infected with HTV/ 
AIDS. 

“You talk to them about how they would deal with someone in relation to being 
HIV and I hear people say, we need to let people know when someone is HrV 
positive. I say no, that’s contrary to human rights. You need to ensure people’s 
human rights aren’t infringed upon. It’s up to that person to share that informa¬ 
tion with whom they choose, and if they choose not to share that information 
there’s no social worker, no police officer, no probation officer, nobody who ought 
to give out that information - and you know it doesn’t happen. Because people are 
always giving out that information and those people who are HIV positive are 
rginalized even more than they already are. So there’s a lot of work that needs 
. j„ _ - 0 f getting the right information out there, and a lot of work in 


terms of advocacy.” 

Acoose notes that many of the people she works with are not only HIV positive 
but may also have a drug or alcohol problem. Poverty and a lack of self-esteem are 
some of the other factors that have to be dealt with. 

“They go to social workers or whoever and they’re told no, you can’t have this or 
that and they come to me and I say no, that’s not right,” explains Acoose, “so I go 
with them to the social worker and try to ensure that their lives are enhanced as 
much as possible by getting adequate financial assistance, by having adequate 
food and shelter.” 

While the AIDS Network of Edmonton is a non-Aboriginal organization, there 
is a Native component, says Acoose. 

“We do receive fundingfor Aboriginal programming and we’ve jointly submitted 
ntinued on page 29 


“Traditions are a big 
part of my culture. 
Unfortunately, so is 
diabetes.” 

Bernie. First Nations counsellor 


HELP SOMEONE YOU KNOW. 
CALL 1-800-563-0032 


m 


Saluting the Native Chiefs 
and Leaders 

From the management and staff at 

Baker Funeral Chapel Inc. 

5302 - 50 Avenue, Wetaskiwin, Alberta T9A 0T 


Marlyn Kaus 
President 



Phone: (780) 352-2501 
Fax: (780) 352-8426 
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Lheidli’ Tenneh work to 
develop skills to manage 
own resources 

by Cam McAlpine, Prince George Free Press 



training faciKtylo Td if* ■ ** Tann ° t,en Education Institute ' * 







In tribute to the Chiefs and Leaders 
of Canada's First Nations, from the 

INDIAN RESOURCE COUNCIL OF CANADA (IRC) 

235, 9911 Chula Boulevard, Tsuu T'ina (Sarcee), Alberta T2W 6H6 
Tel. (403) 281-8308 • Fax. (403) 281-8351 



Start Your Own Training 
Business With ^pamck ^ 

=mm 



























































Eden’s Funeral Home 

(Est. (1958) By Frank W. Eden) 


A 


__a., P.O.Box 924 TOK1 WO 

Phone: (403) 627-3131 • Dennis Novak §1 
acLeod, Alta., P.O. Box 755 TOL 0Z0 
Phone: (403) 553-3772 
Dennis Novak 

i Communities of Southern Alberta lor Over 30 Years’ 


Aboriginal Health Services 

40% 


Sherri Di Lallo, Program Coordinator, RN, BScN 
Percy Potts- Cultural Advisor 
Vanessa Nardelli- RD, BSc 
Ann Delorme - Administrative Assistant 


Aboriginal Health Services 

Royal Alexandra Hospital, 

10240 Kingsway, Edmonton, AB T5H 3V9 
Phone: (780)477-4512 
Fax: (780) 477-4960 



Sducone 


Educare Therapeutic Massage Clini 


#415,10115- 100-A Street, Edmonton, AB 

REGULAR SERVICES Hours: 
“tiunRtktl" 15 minutes $18 ^ on ‘ Frt ' 9 ' 6 
W 25 minutes $35 Friday ' 

UiiithAtc " 55 minutes $55 BookforSat 11-3:00 


—- PACKAGED SERVICES_ 

5(15 minutes) for the price of 4 $72 
5 minutes) for the price of 4 $140 

l/CUthAtt 5(55minutes)forthepriceof4 $220 


Q'ty fu&JUUi 


1/2 price (15 minute stress relief) 
between 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. 


“lebd StMii 
( 780 ) 908-4506 

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT 
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Bigstone Cree 
Nation take health 
services delivery 
to new level 


The Bigstone Cree 
Nation has created two 
new umbrella health 
organizations. 

The Bigstone Health 
Commission will over¬ 


and the health foundation will initially be comprised 
of the chief and the six Bigstone councillors. Veter 
Councillor Leonard Alook, formerly chairman of coi 
oil’s health committee, will be the chairman of the n 
boards. 

A search is now on for suitable candidates to assume 
positions on the seven-member boards. The chief and 
at least one councillor will continue to be board 
members, but candidates are being sought who have 
demonstrated interest in health issues, who are com- 
■" ’to serving " 


-- 


3e all h( 


delivered by Bigstone 
to its members, and to 
others in the area. The 
Bigstone Health Soci¬ 
ety will be dedicated to 
raising funds to en¬ 
hance health services. 

The new structure is 
anotherimportantstep 
in the commitment and 
ongoing efforts of 
Bigstone Chief and 
Council, along with 
their health staff, to ex¬ 
pand and enhance the 
delivery of health serv- 

“We are proud of our 
achievements in 
health," says Chief 
Gordon T. ‘ ~ 







needs of the people 
Bigstone serves, and 
who have appropriate 


An important third 
part of the new struc¬ 
ture is a planning com- 
mittee with repre¬ 


broad community 
Bigstone serves which 
will be an advisory 


group to the commis- 

unmet needs and op¬ 
portunities for expan¬ 
sion of the health serv- 


CXRI5K««.MSVEi:CIMflSAUI), 


years, Bigstone Health 
has built a new 12,000- 
square-foot addition to 
its health centre, devel¬ 
oped a 20-unit seniors’ lodge and extended i 
ity, started its own pharmacy, developed a profef 
sional centre that provides facilities for doctors and a 
dentist in the community, and developed emergency 
services (ambulances) for a number of communities 
including Wabasca, Sandy Lake, Trout Lake and 


The society will also 
provide an opportunity 
for community partici¬ 
pation through com¬ 
mittees created to pur¬ 
sue specific 

fundraising projects. 

The Bigstone Cree 
Nation has a member¬ 
ship of more than 
5,500, with over half 
living on reserves at 
Calling Lake, Sandy 
Lake and Wabasca 
and in the isolated 
facil- northern communities of Trout Lake, Peerless Lake, 


srae woruN.aoot.®. 


id Chipewyan Lake. 


The boards of directors of the health commission 


We salute the Native Leaders. Your hard work 
has paved the path for the future. From the 

PARKLAND\ PARKLAND 
AMBULANCE 
AUTHORITY 

Emergency: 9-1-1 


:rving the Counties of Parkland and Lac Ste. Anne 
vith Units Based at: • Stony Plain • Spruce Grove 
• Wabamun • Alberta Beach • Onoway • Devon 
iking the Communities for their continuing suppor 


Jlonouring the Chiefs and jCeaders 
for their strength, wisdom and guidance 


WIKWEMIKONG COMMUNITY 
HEALTH CENTRE 


Tel. (705) 859-3164 
or Fox. (705) 859-3300 


WIKWEMIKONG 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH CENTRE 



P. O. Box 101, Wikwemikong, Ontario POP 2J0 


We are pleased to join in your salute 
to all Native Leaders 


Dr. Morley F. Johnson 
OPTOMETRIST 


We Improve Your Image 
With Professional Vision Care 
and Quality Eyewear 
Since 1948 


ling, 3rd 


PA 


fltf^OAlftL 


FUNERAL ADMINSTRATORS AND DIRECTORS 


“The Chapel on the Boulevard" 

Family Owned and Operated Since 1941 

9709 - 111th Avenue, Edmonton, AB 
(780) 426-0050 (24 Hours) 

WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 


- 
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Residential school 
conference to be 
held August 21 
in The Pas 

by Ennis Morris 

It’s been nearly twenty years since the last door of 
the last residential school operated by government 
and church closed for the last time and the long 
process of healing has begun to assist the victims of 
those ill-run houses of detention with the task of 
bringing their lives and those of their children and 
grandchildren back into focus. 

To help deal with the negative impact that Native 
people who lived through those terrible times en¬ 
dured, and still endure, Manitoba’s Swampy Cree 
Tribal Council has initiated Paywapun, A Residential 
School Conference , to address some of the issues now 
being faced by victims and their families. 

The Paywapun conference is scheduled to take 
place at the Kikiwak Inn, located on Highway #10 at 
The Pas, Manitoba, on August 21 - 23, 2001. Early 
bird registration deadlines have already passed but 
delegates and participants wishing to attend are 
■urged to contact either Suzanne Bracegirdle or Muriel 
Richards for more information and registration forms. 

A series of workshops, each expected to last about 
an hour and a half, will be held on each of the three 
days set aside for the conference. 

Following each session participants will break off 
lto smaller groups for discussion. 

Workshop facilitators include Phil Lane Jr., the 



imational Coordinator of the well-known mm 
highly esteemed Four Worlds International Institute, 
in and Margaret 


Cultural Education Facitators Williai 


We recognize the hard work 
and dedicated efforts 
of the 

Chiefs and Leaders 

TSUU T’INA NATION 
CHILD & FAMILY 
SERVICES SOCIETY 


9911 Chula Blvd., 
Tsuu Tina (Sarcee) 
Alberta T2W 6H6 

Ph: (403) 281-0121 
Fax:(403)251-0368 



CHMSTOPHM.HAKVE V.CHAMBAUD.«. 

Dumas, and respected Elders of the Swampy Cree 
Tribal Council communities. 

“Optional sessions will also be available,” explained 
Bracegirdle, who said registrants are encouraged to 
book their seats early because of the limited room 
available. “Sweat Lodge Ceremonies will also be held,” 
she added, “and they will begin a day before the 
official opening of the conference and continue until 
August 24.” 

Affiliated with the AFN, the Assembly of Manitoba 
Chiefs and Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, the 
Swampy Cree Tribal Council represents the interests 
of six Manitoba First Nations communities with a 
population base of over 8,500 members. The Swampy 
Cree Tribal Council, which includes the membership 
of the Chemawawin, Grand Rapids, Indian Birch, 
Dauphin-Swan River, Opaskwayak and Sapotaweyak 
First Nations was formed in 1975. 

More information about the conference can be ob¬ 
tained by contacting Suzanne or Muriel at (204) 623- 
3423 or by email to mrichards@swampycree.com. 


Start your career as an 

ABORIGINAL FASHION 
DESIGNER 


M n N I T o u 

Seuiing & Design Institute 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 

Phone Toll Free: 1 -877-978-9088 
218 8 Avenue South, Saskatoon, 

SK S7M 1M4 





Dr. James Battle 


Now taking applications for a federally funded 

5 MONTH 

EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM 

• Must be 16 - 24 years old • 

Call (780) 488-1362 for information 


We take this opportunity to extend warm wishes for a Spring 
season filled with new knowledge and new understanding, 
and a happy and peaceful Easter to all, 


e 


Wabaseemoong 

Education 

Authority 


Tel. (807) 927-2115 or fax (807) 927-2146 

Wabaseemong Education Authority 
Whitedog P. O., General Delivery, Whitedog, ON POX 1P0 


Professional Rehabilitiative | 

The Prosthetics ; ^ 3 * 
& Orthotics 


SIAN WIODARCZYK 

(780) 448-1281 


McMan in Parkland is recruiting for the following 
positions working with 3 Aboriginal Youth in our 
long term home for youth with developmental 
issues: 

Overnight Worker: 

(50 hrs/wk) - Salary $1,510/mth 

(per shift: 7 hours sleep/3 hours awake)' 

Competition #8PCO-ON103 

Weekend Overnight Worker: 

(24 hrs/wk) - Salary $764/mth 

(per shift: 7 hours sleep/5 hours awake)- 

Competition #8PCO-ON104 

Youth Worker (full-time): 

Salary range $2,102 - 2,502/plus benefits; 
Competition #8CEDSKEY-040 

Only those people short listed will be contacted 

Please quote the appropriate job 
competition number 

Submit resume and references to: 

Programs Manager 
McMan Parkland 
5004 - 50 Avenue, Box 2970 
_ _ Stony Plain, Alberta T7Z 1Y4 
•> or by fax to: (780) 968-2710 


ft 



* C **ICAL INSTVt^ 


specializing in adaptable high quality learner-centred 
education and training programs for Aboriginals since 1985 



riotion Diploma Propram Social Saryitt Warkar Diplorr 

Aboriginal Madia Diploma Program 
Compulor Training And me 


Are you dealing with the impact of the Residential Schools or 
Federal Day Schools? Don’t miss this important conference! 


Residential School Conference “Paywapun” 

August 21 - 23, 2001 • The Kikiwak Inn, The Pas, Manitoba 

Workshop Facilitators: William and Margaret Dunn, Cultural Education Facilitators 
Phil Lane Jr. - International Coordinator of the Four Worlds Institute 
Respected Elders from the Swampy Cree Tribal Council Communities 


performer Dale Auger and mi 
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Resource Development 


Kehewin Cree face 
environmental challenge 


environmental impact assessment and Alberta Envi-' 
ronment hasn’t said anything.” Dion will also be look¬ 
ing at the Department of Fisheries and Oceans for 
guidance since that department outlined limits to 
industrial development if it impacts 


Last year Kehewin Cree Nation Chief Eric Gadwa sign 
understanding with American oil company Anadarko PC 


concerns are 
itlines through the forests and 
he disturbance this will gen- 


the wild- 
“They did 
if cutlines 
alotofdis- 
rthewild- 



LUMBERMATE™ 2000 

The Next Generation in 
Affordable High Performance 
PORTABLE BAND SAWMILLS 



voodindustries.com 

PERSONAL/COMMERCIAL SAWMILL 


LEADERS IN PORTABLE SAWMILL TECHNOLOGY 


anything in writing for 
us. They talked about 

educational scholarships for the band; that’s all good but will they deliver it? The 
lake is not just for swimming, it’s our only source of water, no one on the reserve 


“Our next step that was talked about at the last band meeting was educating the 
people and making a vote on it or at least becoming more involved in the process 
than we have been.” 

A formal request will be made for a complete study of the area shortly, adds Dion 
“I think there was an environmental study done but I think it only swept over 
everything but it didn’t get into the underground rivers, the creeks, everything 
that involves sustaining this lake. It should be a more detailed look seeing that 
this is the community’s only water source and it’s not only the Native community 
but the white communities off the reserve as well.” According to Dion, non-N atives' 
in the area get their water trucked to them from the reserve, "so there’ll be a lot 
of people affected by this.” 

And the concern over wildlife and the traditional means of gathering food, 
hunting and fishing, must also be addressed, says Dion. “That’s another thingthat 
should have been looked at beforehand, talking to the people and getting them 
involved. But my main concern is the lake, and as long as we can work with our 
chief and the councillors and do something about the lake, that would be the best 
action for everybody.” 


ASHTON MINING OF CANADA INC. 


Ashton is dedicated to diamond exploration 
in Canada’s most promising regions, with 
active projects in the Northwest Territories, 
Nunavut, Alberta, Ontario and Quebec. 


nd Constructors Inc. 


ng the Oil & Gas, Petrochemi 


OPTIMA PLACE 


»i ry 


Fall drilling has been completed on the K252 
kimberlite in Alberta and the Perseus 
kimberlite on the Ric property in Nunavut. 
Macrodiamond and microdiamond results, 
respectively, are expected before year-end. 


SALES • RENTALS • PARTS ‘SERVICE 


Ashton is 68.2%-owned by Ashton Mining I 
Limited of Australia, a world-leading 
explorer, producer and marketer of diamonds. 





6899 - 52 Ave. 

Ph.(403)346-9011 


DIVISIONS OF A. R. WILLIAMS WESTERN LTD. 










































CHECK AGAINST JUNE COPY, ALSO HOCKEY AD 
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Economic Development 


Canadians can recover U.S. 
tax on gambling winnings 

Canadians winning more than $1,200 at slot machines or poker tournaments at 
American casinos may recover most of the 30 percent of the tax deducted at the 
casino for the US Internal Revenue Service (IRS), says Michael Sacks, CA, who 
has launched a new company, Refund Management Services, to specialize m 
recovering this tax. , 

According to Mr Sacks each person who wins this amount or more is provided 
with an IRS form (1042-S) that can become the basis of recovering significant 
amounts - which are not subject to tax in Canada. 


ATTENTION 

CANADIAN GAMBLERS 

Have you won lately? 

HAS THE IRS WITHHELD 30% TAX 
ON YOUR GAMING WINNINGS? 

YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO A REFUND 
YOU MAY QUALIFY TO RECOVER ALL OR A PORTION OF THOSE 
FUNDS AND WE CAN HELP - FOR MORE INFO CONTACT 
Refund Management Services 

TOLL FREE: 1-888-272 5559 

Call any time, JJaysa week,_24 hours a day 

E-mail: lnfo@refundnianagenient.com • Website: www.rehindmanagement.con 
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IO-TEK adds Cree 
and Inuktitut to 
its list of certified 
translations 



“to-trr _, _ , For . ”?S r ii"f 0rmatl0n 




>-TEK is a multicultural organization dedicated about IO-TEK contact 


IVe salute the Chiefs and Leaders for their 
strength, wisdom and guidance 

BRIGGS BUS SALES 

Serving The Busing Industry For 46 Years 


School, Transit, Industrial, Handicap Buses 

- Highway Coaches— 


f SALES : New & Used 'LEASING: Short or Long Term 

V - “Complete Line of School Bus Parts & Accessories" ——J 

16103 - 66 Street, Edmonton, Alberta 

(780) 473-7676 toll free line 1-800-661-9316 


Equipment Ltd. 
|24 HOUR SERVICE I 


HEAVY EQUIPENT, 


atello, Idaho • (208) 237-5157 

EDMONTON. AB 


CONSTRUCTION V* 


CONSTRUCTION 

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL 


• Wood Fencing 


Box 14, Site 201, RR2, 
Onoway, AB T0E1V0 


Phone (780) 498-2931 
Fax (780) 967-3653 



HCI STEEL BUILDING 
SYSTEMS, INC. 


• Steel Building Systems 

• Steel Roof Systems 

• Building Components 

• Structural Building Systems 

CALL: 1-800-255-6768 
FAX: 1-360-435-9267 


A ALBERTA CLASS 1 & 3 TRAINING 

BIG RIG * FULl PROCRAMS 

DRIVER EDUCATION 


Edmonton, AB North 
7915-127 Avenue 
(780) 496-9416 

Toll Free: 1-800-259-4754 

E-mail: bigrig@oanet.com www.albertak 


AVAILABLE 
• GOVERNMENT 
FUNDING AVAILABLE 
• JOB PLACEMENT 
ASSISTANCE 
Edmonton South 
9818-44 Avenue 
(780) 496-9433 




Proud to salute the Chiefs and Leaders o( the First Nations 


WiLlOw WKt (ith/tMl (OMMCKMi UD. 


PHONE: (780)791-5477 
FAX: (780) 743-3073 

CELL: (780) 714-0737 
PP0UD MEMBER OF NAABA 




■tek 


Fax: (780) 432-5700 
Phone: (780) 444-3645 
9637 - 45 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T6E 5Z8 




mail: info@io-tek.com 
www.io-tek.com 


Saluting the achievements 
of Aboriginal Leaders 


High Class in High Prairiel 

The pride of High Prairie 
accommodation features 
• 62 climate - controlled rooms 
•jacuzzi suites 

• dining room 

• restaurant 

• banquet facilities 

• meeting rooms 

• northern hospitality 

HIGH PRAIRIE INN 



AJeu/ or Used 

Auto Loans Available 

Good or Bad OK 

Ph. ( 780 ) 484 7733 
or 1 - 800 - 586-1467 


Call Mr. Black 
24 Hours a Day 
QUICK & EASY 
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Protecting Mother Earth 


Making connections to regain 
our sense of awareness 


by Xavier Kataquapit 


The other day I was driving along and I passed a number of huge piles of logs 
I was with another Native person from up the James Bay roast _ He 
tv, tnnk those trees dozens of years to grow and m an instant they were all cut, 


1 was witn anoint» native - -i- 

that it took those trees dozens of years to grow and m an instant they i 
delimbed, debarked and thrown in piles. This made me think about how important 


tr Tree a s re are necessary for us to have life on this planet. Trees help provide oxygen 
they hold the earth together so it does not wash away and turn into desert, frees 
—ovide shelter and nourishment for all creatures that live in the torest. 


P *Long ibefore the coming ofthe European, my people were very close to nature or 
as we like to say, Mother Earth. Some of our Elders and our medicine people talk 
• • ’ in harmony with Mother Earth. In those 


times we did not see the forest, the earth, the water and other creatures as simply 
something to take advantage of. When we lived on the la 
very much on the world around us. 


r survival depended 


Some Elders and medicine people talk of another reality where we once had a 
very well developed sense of awareness. It is said we could commune with nature 
and that all living things had a spirit and an energy we could communicate with. 
This was a way of living that was interconnected. , , . 

My people the James Bay Cree are still close to the earth and still have some ot 
this way of living but much of it has gone. In this new way of living today, we have 
lost this awareness and respect for Mother Earth. We don't see trees as something 
wonderful that helps give us life. We have forgotten our connectedness to trees and 
this allows us to devastate entire huge tracks of land with no awareness or 
conscience of what we are doing. This also makes it easy for us to slaughter other 
creatures like the moose, bear, beaver, the wolf and birds with little reaction. In 
the old days when my people needed a tree or another creature to sustain their own 
lives they prayed and gave thanks to Mother Earth and to the tree and the 
creature for giving up their life. We did not see those life forms as just something 



% 




We salute all our Aboriginal Leaders... 
your commitment and dedication 
will ensure a secure future for 
all Aboriginal people. A message from 


3* J\fcUixyn 


Phone: (204) 659-4584 - Fax: (204) 659-2071 • Gypsumville, Manitoba ROC 1 JO 


that happened to be there for oui 
connection. Many of my people back home still liv( 

is disappearing. . 

When I look at television and see the news stories of what we human beings are 
doing to each other it makes me sad. It also makes me realize that we are doing, 
these terrible things because we have no awareness of the connection that is 
between us. I believe that if we could redevelop this sense of awareness that my 
people had years ago there would be less violence, less destruction and the worlill' 
would begin to heal from our actions. 

Maybe, if we all take the time for a walk in the forest we will see the trees. 


We salute the Chiefs and Leaders for their dedicated efforts. From 


EMCO 


SERVING 

ALBERTA • BRITISH COLUMBIA • YUKON • NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 
• SASKATCHEWAN • NUNAVUT 


SUPPLIERS OF 

• Plumbing • Water and Sewer • Pumps • Heating • Forced A 
• Hot Water • Radiant • Pipe Valves and Fittings 
• Design and Material Take-off Assistance • Site Visits 


COMPLETE r P'«"d to tu»u,u, 

IDAS) CAR CARE 
SERVICE 


O SERVICE EXPERTS 


EDMONTON STORES 


0 6316 - 104 Sl„ Edmonton. AB T6H 2K9 (780) 435-4748 ( 780)435-0847 midas50@lelusplanel.nel 

1 13038 - 97 SI., Edmonton, AB T5E 4C6 (780)476-7691 (780)473-4808 midas 51 @lelusplanel.net 

2 16126 Stony Plain Rd.. Edmonlon. AB T5P 4AZ (780)484-0011 (780)484-3408 midas52@telusplanel.net 

,3 3408 - 99 SI., Edmonton. AB T6E 5X5 (780)463-6044 (780)466-2275 midas53@telusplanet.net 

,4 9637- 111 Ave.. Edmonton, ABT5G0A9 (780)424-5500 (780) 424-0918 midas54@telusplanet.r»> 

15 13010-50SI., Edmonton, ABT5A0B3 (780)473-1407 (780)473-'“’ " 


St., Edmonton, AB T6E 6E4 


midas55@telusF 

. 30) 460-0206 midas56@telusplanel.nl 

(780) 463-2522 (780) 450-5628 midas57@telusplanet.m 


Our best wishes to all Metis and First Nations Leaders 
for their strength, wisdom and guidance 


mm 


CANADIAN 

NATURAL 

RESOURCES 

LIMITED 


FORT McKAY ENTERPRISES LTD, 

proudly salutes the many accomplishments 


^Saluting the Chiefs and Leaders 
| of the Metis and First Nations 


MANUFACTURING 
ONE PIECE 
CONCRETE 
SEPTIC TANKS 
FOR THE NEEDS 
OF MODERN 
RURAL LIVING 
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Wesuhkechahk the Medicine Man is provided by the 
Lac La Ronge Band, Curriculum Resource Unit who are 
dedicated to providing quality educational resources 
to all the people of the First Nations. 


Wesuhkechahk 
the Medicine Man 


Wesuhkechahk travelled on and soon got one of his headaches. He was in 
terrible pain and kept crying, “Oh! Oh!” Soon he reached a huge pine tree. 

He lay on his back under the tree, removed his eyes, and threw them up into the 
branches. He lay like this for four days. He didn’t mind staying put because he was 
a lazy sort of character. 
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“ D ° n ’ t "°'Y'” said ,. the fox - T“ not fooUn e y° u . bi e brother. I feel very sorry for 
you because you can t see, and I m trying my best to help you.” 

/ "-w/ri' 




The fox ran off and soon found some moose droppings. He hurried back and 
placed the droppings in Wesuhkechahk’s eye sockets. Then, wonder of wonders 
Wesuhkechahk was able to see! 

The fox then gave Wesuhkechahk some advice. “Don’t ever again do such a 
foolish thing like throwing your eyes up to the branches and expecting them to fall 
into their sockets." 


The man was overjoyed to hear this because most of the village people were 
suffering from an outbreak of eyesores and failing eyesight. 

beraus^he'n^rrjob 0 ^ eye ~ d0Ct ° rby 1116viUagepeople - He was ver y ha PPy 

Wesuhkechahk set up a clinic where the people came to be treated for their eye 
problems. When Wesuhkechahk took offhis eye glasses the people thought, “What 
strange looking eyes he has.” 

Then someone removed one of his eyes and realized that they were onlv moose 
droppings. 



Wesuhkechahk left his brother, the fox, and went on his wa 
Wesuhkechahk was well known all over the land because he 
move. He was everyone’s big brother. 

— The people treated by 

a living. He Wesuhkechahksoondied.He 
’ vas sentenced to be locked 

,, , , , upinasortofprisonforthe 

I’maily he reached a village, and of course the people knew him right away. One rest of his life. 

- the men asked him what he was carrying in his pack sack and he replied, “Tm So ended the travels of 

Wesuhkechahk. 


carrying eye medicine.” 



We salute the Chiefs and Leaders for their strength, wisdom and vision 

j Chief Stanley Sanguez of 

Jean Marie River First Nation 

j Administrative Office Hours: 

! Monday to Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon; 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Phone: (867) 809-2000 Fax : (867) 809-2002 

Band Manager: Fred Norwegian 

COUNCILLORS: 

• Ernest Hardisty • Marilyn Hardisty • Margaret Ireland 
, • Angus Sanguez • Isidore Simon 

[ GENERAL DELIVERY, JEAN MARIE RIVER, NWTX0E0N0 

» A \ T I) II! 

NATIVE ARTS ^ XSaj&T 

Top Dollar paid for Antiques 

New Arts & Crufts WV 

are also Wanted < ll 

Phone 403-208-6936 to SELL YOUR ART TODAY ^ 


_ 

We salute the Chief a 

Canada (V 

General Contrai 

Specializing in: 

- Water and Sewer Installation 

- Complete Subdivision Servicing 

- - Site Development (Commercial & Industrial) 

, - Construction Management 

- Industrial Construction & Maintenance 

- Infrastructure Replacement and Rehabilitation 
| - Equipment Rentals 

anrf Leader's 

Vestern) Ltd. 

ctor 

17515-106A Avenue, 
Edmonton, 

Alberta TSS 1M7 

780-489-3245 

Fax 780-486-2424 

In appreciation o( the Native 

Whose focus to restore the health 

and u/ell-being of Aboriginal Communities 

World Vision^® 

World Vision Canada Aboriginal Programs 

6630 Turner Valley, Mississauga, ON L5N 2S4 

E-mail: leblanct@mb.sympatico.ca 

Phone toll free: 1-800-268-3922 Fax: (905) 821-1354 

Serving the Aboriginal Community in Development 
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e a brighter future for the first Nations 


MighLine Minutemon 

ELECTKK/U COMTAUCTORS LTO. 


14608 - 123 AVENUE PHONE (780) 452-8900 

EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5L 2Y3 FAX (780) 454-7696 


( /l tpt>d>in! .mltile to all Qliitiot -Leaders 


GRIFFITHS MOTORS (HINTON) LTD. 


Avenue, Hinton, Alberta T7N 1N2 
(780) 865-3354 Fax: (780) 865-3733 

Proud to serve a First Nations clientele all year Ions! 





CUT HEATING COSTS 


WM The VALLEY COMFORT 
WOOD FURNACE: 

A Use as a Wood 
0 Furnace only. 

1 Add on to Electric 
%) Gas or Oil Furnace 


• 80,000 BTU rating 



!A BE ENVIRONMENT FRIENDLY! 4 

v) USE RENEWABLE RESOURCES: BURN WOOD, NOT FOSSIL FUELS! jvj 



^(Hecate patronize mtr mlvertis ee.s 
and tell them r/tnt sun) their ml 
in cUberta ^11 a tine Oleuxs. 


ABORIGINAL AUTO CONNECTION 

TOLL FREE 1-866-328-5070 OR FAX 1-204-667-9381 
OVER 1000 NEW & USED CARS, TRUCKS & MINI-VANS 



FINANCING THROUGH: 

FORD CREDIT, GMAC, ROYAL BANK 
SCOTIA BANK, TO, AND OTHER LENDERS 

DELIVERY IN 3 WORKING DAYS 

ASK ABOUT OUR REFERRAL FEE 



PAYMENTS STARTING FROM s 49.°° PER WEEK 


Own a Vehicle Now: YES □ NO □ 


Trading In: YES □ 


Home Ph. # 
Employer __ 


_ Any Previous Credit? _ 


I, the undersigned, warrant the truth, at 


I consumer renort andTed^lt^T'^ w # °'* e / 0fe 9° ,n S information, andherby take notice that the dealer proposed to procure or cause 
consumer report or iKrsonaflnvesUgatfon; arnil). Rete«e/m^rml/on en, ^-°* ,n,en * ^* stor ^’ an< * P rocore or *" nmnand a 


_ Applicant’s signature: _ 


_ Alberta Native News, JULY2001 

























































